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Parallels Desktop for Mac versus  CrossOver for Mac 

“Run Windows and Mac OS X at the same t ime. Paral lels Desktop for Mac is Fast,  Secure & Flexible.”  

Product Para l le ls  Desktop  f o r  Mac  CrossOver  f o r  Mac  

Company Para l l e l s CodeWeavers

Competit ive 
Advantage 
Summary 
 
 
 

Competitive advantage of Parallels over CrossOver: 
- Parallels; a cool product that allows users to run Windows side-

by-side with Mac.  
- Time to Market: Lead time associated with providing support to 

new Windows Applications thru CrossOver for Mac.  
- Breadth of Software that is available to customers compared to 

the limited amount of Software that is available thru CrossOver. 
- CrossOver for Mac does not support any Drivers or Windows 

Hardware/Devices. This prevents customers from being able to 
use printers, synchronize their PDA & Cell Phone, Use Gaming 
Controls to play games…etc.  

Competitive advantage of CrossOver over Parallels: 
- CrossOver customers do not require a Windows Operating 

System to run Windows Software.  
- CrossOver customers do not need to share files and folders 

since they have one Operating System. 
 
 
 
 
 

Price $79 .99 ,  f ree  15  day t r i a l  ava i l ab le  $59 .95   

Host System 
 

Mac OS X  10 .4 .5  o r  l a te r  

NEW! Suppor t  for  developer bui ld Mac OS X 10.5 “Leopard” 

NEW! Fu l l  Suppor t  64-bi t  Mac Pro Towers & 64-bi t  iMac  Mac  OS X  10 .4 .6  o r  l a te r  

Guest OS 
 

Windows  3 .1 ,  3 .11 ,  95 ,  98 ,  Me ,  NT,  2000 ,  XP,  2003 ,  L inux ,  
F reeBSD,  OS/2 ,  eComSta t ion ,  So la r i s ,  MS-DOS,  OPENSTEP 
RC2 update  –  Exper imen ta l  W indows  Vis ta  suppor t  P  
 

No  Opera t ing  Sys tem –  L im i ted  Windows  So f tware
MS Off i ce  2000  –  Go ld  Suppor t
MS Off i ce  Pro  XP,  Vi s io  2000 ,  Qu icken 2003  –  S i l ver  Suppor t
MS Off i ce  2003 ,  Qu icken  2005 ,  Games  –  Bronze Suppor t

Processor I n te l  x86 ,  In te l  VT-x  In te l  x86  

Performance Near -Na t i ve  Mos t  ave rage users  won ’ t  no t i ce  the  d i f f e rence  Near -Na t i ve  

Optimization Tool 
Para l le ls  Compressor  Free  
Opt imize  pe r fo rmance  &  Hard  D isk  space      
Reduces  v i r tua l  d r i ve  s i ze  by  50% or  more .    None  

Download Size 23  MB 128  MB 

Solution 
 

Vi r tua l i za t ion  -  no  ha rdware  pa r t i t i on ing  requ i red                         
Users  Inc rease  PC u t i l i za t i on  th ru  v i r tua l i za t i on  

CrossOver  uses  WINE wh ich  i s  an  Open  Source  
imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Windows  API  on  top  o f  X  and  Un ix .  
Users  a re  ab le  to  run  Windows  app l i ca t ions  on  the i r  Mac  
w i thou t  the  need  to  i ns ta l l  W indows  Opera t ing  Sys tem.   
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http://www.parallels.com/
http://www.codeweavers.com/
http://www.codeweavers.com/products/cxmac/supported_apps/
http://www.codeweavers.com/compatibility/medals
http://www.codeweavers.com/compatibility/medals
http://www.codeweavers.com/compatibility/medals
http://www.winehq.org/
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/
http://www.x.org/X11_protocol.html
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Windows/Mac OS 
Integration           

I ns tan t l y  sw i t ch  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  w i thou t  res ta r t i ng         
F i l e  Shar ing  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  i s  s imp le                           
Cu t  and Pas te  be tween  Windows  &  Mac                                    

There  i s  no  need  fo r  f i l e -shar ing  s ince  CrossOver  does  no t  
i nc lude  Mic roso f t  W indows  Opera t ing  Sys tem.  Users  can  s to re  
the i r  W indows  f i l es  and open  them f rom Mac  OS X.   
 

Hardware/Devices
          

USB 1 .1 ,  Mac  ha rdware  suppor t ,  web  camera ,  Windows  Mob i le  5 ,  
CD/DVD ( read  da ta  d i sc  &  ins ta l l a t i ons )                                      
Suppor t  w i l l  be  added  fo r  3D Acce le ra to r,  CD/DVD Opt i ca l  Med ia  
(mus ic  CD’s  &  DVD v ideos ) ,  USB 2 .0 ,  &  mu l t i p le  NIC ’s   

No  suppor t  fo r  any Hardware /Dev ices  tha t  run  on  Windows  
Opera t ing  Sys tem.  P r in te r  d r i ve rs  a re  no t  suppor ted .  Mac  
Hardware  and  Dev ice  Suppor t .   
 

Security 
Disab le  F i l e  Shar ing  to  p revent  Ma l i c ious  so f tware  f rom damag ing  
your  Mac  f i l es .   

Ma l i c ious  so f tware  runn ing  on  CrossOver  m igh t  do  l im i ted  
damage  to  your  Mac  compute r.   

Networking Network ing  &  In te rne t  access  p re -con f igu red  N /A  

Support Emai l ,  d i scuss ion  fo rums ,  on l i ne  documenta t ions  &  pe r - inc iden t  
phone  ( $2 9 . 99 )  C rossOver  on l i ne  documenta t ions ,  Chat  Suppor t  &  Forums.   

•  Each Para l le ls  v i r tua l  machine works exact ly  l ike a stand a lone machine,  and works with i ts  own RAM, processors,  CD/DVD dr ive,  etc.  –  
everyth ing a rea l  computer  conta ins.    
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