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Parallels Desktop for Mac versus  Microsoft Virtual PC 

“Run Windows and Mac OS X at the same t ime. Paral lels Desktop for Mac is Fast,  Secure & Flexible.”  

Product Para l le ls  Desktop  f o r  Mac  V i r tua l  PC 7  –  Mic roso f t  Dec ided  to  D iscon t inue  Produc t  

Company Para l l e l s  M ic roso f t   

Price 
$79 .99 ,  f ree  15  day t r i a l  ava i l ab le                                                  
Cos t  o f  Opera t ing  Sys tem and  So f tware  i s  add i t i ona l   

$219  (w i th  Windows  XP Home)                                            
$249  (w i th  Windows  XP Pro )                                            
$129  (w i thou t  Windows)  

Host System 
 

Mac OS X  10 .4 .6  o r  l a te r  

NEW! Suppor t  for  developer bui ld Mac OS X 10.5 “Leopard” 

NEW! Fu l l  Suppor t  64-bi t  Mac Pro Towers & 64-bi t  iMac  
Mac  OS X  10 .2 ,  10 .3  and  10 .4  
  

Guest OS 

Windows  3 .1 ,  3 .11 ,  95 ,  98 ,  Me ,  NT,  2000 ,  XP,  2003 ,  L inux ,  
F reeBSD,  OS/2 ,  eComSta t ion ,  So la r i s ,  MS-DOS,  OPENSTEP 
RC2 update  –  Exper imen ta l  W indows  Vis ta  suppor t  W indows  XP Home & Pros  

Performance Near -Na t i ve  (Inte l  x86, Inte l  VT-x & AMD SVM)                           S low per fo rmance (Power  PC)  

Optimization Tool 
Para l le ls  Compressor  Free  ($49 .99  va lue )  
Opt imize  pe r fo rmance  &  Hard  D isk  space      
Reduces  v i r tua l  d r i ve  s i ze  by  50% or  more .    

None  
 

Download Size 23  MB 17 .1  MB 

Partit ioning No hardware  pa r t i t i on ing  requ i red  [ V i r t ua l i za t i o n * ]  No  Hardware  Par t i t i on ing  Requ i red  [ V i r t u a l i z a t i o n * ]  

Windows/Mac OS 
Integration   

            

I ns tan t l y  sw i t ch  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  w i thou t  res ta r t i ng         
F i l e  Shar ing  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  i s  s imp le                           
Cu t  and Pas te  be tween  Windows  &  Mac                                     
Run  Windows  s ide -by-s ide  w i th  Mac                                          
Time  &  Mouse  synchron iza t ion  ava i l ab le   

I ns tan t l y  sw i t ch  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  w i thou t  res ta r t i ng  
F i l e  shar ing  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  i s  s imp le                   
Cu t  and pas te  be tween  Windows  &  Mac                             
Run  Windows  s ide -by-s ide  w i th  Mac                            
Suppor t  d rag  and  d rop  be tween  Windows  & Mac  

Hardware/Devices
          

USB 1 .1 ,  Mac  ha rdware  suppor t ,  web  camera ,  Windows  Mob i le  5 ,  
CD/DVD ( read  da ta  d i sc  &  ins ta l l a t i ons )                                      
Suppor t  w i l l  be  added  fo r  3D Acce le ra to r,  CD/DVD Opt i ca l  Med ia  
(mus ic  CD’s  &  DVD v ideos ) ,  USB 2 .0 ,  &  mu l t i p le  NIC ’s   

Suppor ts  p r in t i ng  w i th  no  con f igu ra t ion ;  suppor ts  camera ,  
suppor ts  Pa lm PDA,  &  suppor ts  USB.   
No  suppor t  fo r  3D Graph ics ,  no  suppor t  fo r  CD/DVD wr i teab le  
o r  aud io ,  no  suppor t  fo r  ce l l  phones .   

Security 
Para l l e l s  v i r tua l  mach ine  uses  shared ne twork ing  b lock ing  any f i l e -
i n fec t i ng  v i ruses  f rom reach ing  your  Windows  opera t ing  sys tem.  

D isab le  F i l e  Shar ing  &  Drag  &  Drop  to  p revent  Ma l i c ious  
so f tware  f rom damaging  your  Mac  f i l es .   

Networking Network ing  &  In te rne t  access  p re -con f igu red  
Connec t ion  Shar ing  fea tu re  and  on - the - f l y  connec t ion  
swapp ing  

Support Emai l ,  d i scuss ion  fo rums ,  on l i ne  documenta t ions  &  pe r - inc iden t  
phone  ($29 .99 )  Emai l  suppor t ,  newsgroups ,  on l i ne  documenta t ions  &  phone .  

*  Each  Para l l e l s  v i r tua l  mach ine  works  exac t l y  l i ke  a  s tand  a lone mach ine ,  and  works  w i th  i ts  own RAM,  p rocessors ,  CD/DVD d r ive ,  e tc .  –  eve ry th ing  a  rea l  
compute r  con ta ins .    

http://www.parallels.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/

