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Parallels Workstation versus  VMware Workstation 

“Parallels Desktop for Mac is Fast,  Secure & Flexible.”  

Product Paral lels Workstat ion VMware Workstation – Inc ludes VM P layer  

Company Para l le ls VMware

Summary 
 

TCO:  Af fordable -  $79.89 (Pr ice + Support)  

Performance:  Fast  -  Inte l  VT (Vir tua l izat ion Technology) 

Ease of Use:  Easy Setup,  Insta l lat ion & Conf igurat ion 

TCO: Expensive $889.99 (Pr ice,  Support & Tra in ing) 

Performance:  Slower – Inte l  VT Exper imenta l  Support   

Ease of Use:  30+ quest ions to  insta l l  VMware on L inux 

Target Audience IT Profess ionals  (IT Departments)  & End Users Developers & Testers  

Scenarios 
 

Test  Software before fu l l  ro l l  out  into IT department 

Run legacy appl icat ions on top of  any Operat ing System 

Simulate help desk support  issues to ass ist  end users 

S imulate computer  environments for  Tra in ing 

Test  Software on Mult ip le Operat ing Systems or 
s imulated comput ing environments 

 

Price 
$49.99  

Add Support:  $29.99 per  inc ident  

$189.99 downloaded vers ion,  $199.99 boxed vers ion 

Add Support:  $90 per  inc ident;  Add Tra in ing: $600.00 

Performance 
Near-Nat ive (Inte l  x86, Inte l  VT-x & AMD SVM) 
Faster  than VMware due to fu l l  support  of  VT-x 

Near-Nat ive 
(Inte l  x86 & VT-x Exper imenta l  Support ,  V ir tual  SMP)      

Virtualization 
Tools 

Paral lels Compressor  $49.99 
Opt imize per formance & Hard Disk space     
Reduces v i r tua l  dr ive s ize by 50% or more.    

None  

Guest & Host 
Integration      

Shared fo lders,  copying & past ing between guest  and host ,  
and t ime/mouse synchronizat ion.   

Shared fo lders,  drag-and-drop operat ions,  and copying 
and past ing between guest  and host.  

Configurabil i ty 
 
  

Each v i r tua l  machine has conf igurable memory s ize,  d isks,  
and I/O devices.  
 
The abi l i ty  to  s imulate “rea l-wor ld”  network ing 
conf igurat ions between v i r tua l  machines.   

Each v i r tua l  machine has conf igurable memory s ize,  
d isks,  and I/O devices.  
 
Teams feature to more eas i ly  manage connected v i r tua l  
machines and s imulate “rea l-wor ld”  mult i - t ier  
conf igurat ions 

Manageabil i ty of 
Virtual Machines 
 
 

Pause VM; Simpler  & faster  than VMware ’s suspend opt ion 
 
Create c lones of  guest  instances.   
Support  wi l l  be added for  mult ip le snapshots in vers ion 3.0 
 

Suspend VM 
 
Mult ip le snapshots to  capture and manage po int- in-t ime 
copies of  running v ir tual  machines and “undo” changes.  
Command l ine inter face to automate certa in repet i t ive 
tasks,  inc lud ing snapshots & movie record/p layback.  

http://www.parallels.com/
http://www.vmware.com/
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Host OS 
 
 
 

Microsoft  Windows:  Windows Server 2003 Standard & 
Enterpr ise;   Windows XP Profess ional  & Home; Windows 2000 
Profess ional & Server  
RC2 update  –  Exper imen ta l  W indows  Vis ta  suppor t  
Linux Distributions:  Fedora Core 4;  Red Hat Enterpr ise;  
Red Hat L inux 9; Debian; SUSE; Mandr iva L inux 10.   
 
 

Microsoft  Windows:  Windows Server 2003 (32- and 
64-bi t);  Windows XP Profess ional  & Home (32- and 64-
bi t);  Windows 2000 Profess ional  & Server 
 
L inux Distributions:  Red Hat;  SUSE; Ubuntu; 
Mandrake; Select  RHEL and SLES 64-bi t  OS’s;  
Exper imenta l  support  for  Ubuntu L inux 5.04 and 5.10 
(64-bi t)  

Guest OS 
 
 
 

Microsoft  Windows:  Windows 2003 Standard,  Enterpr ise & 
Web; Windows XP Profess ional  & Home; Windows 2000 
Profess ional,  Server  & Advanced Server;  Windows NT 
Workstat ion 4.0 & Server  4.0; Windows ME, 98,  95,  3.11, 3.1 
 
 
 
L inux Distributions:  Fedora Core; Red Hat Enterpr ise;  Red 
Hat;  Debian; SUSE; Mandr iva L inux 
 
Other:  FreeBSD; OS/2 warp; eComStat ion; Sun Solar is 9, 
10; MS-DOS 

Microsoft  Windows:  Windows Server 2003 (32- and 
64-bi t);Windows XP (32- and 64-bi t);  Windows 2000 
Profess ional and Server;  Windows NT® Workstat ion and 
Server 4.0; Windows Me, 98, 95,  3.1; Exper imenta l  
support  for  Windows “V ista”,  Windows “V ista”  x64 
Edi t ion  
 
L inux distributions:  Red Hat (32- and 64-bi t);  SUSE 
(32- and 64-bi t);  Turbol inux; Mandrake 
 
Other:  FreeBSD; MS-DOS; Novel l  NetWare Server; 
Exper imenta l  support  for  Ubuntu,  Free BSD 64-bi t  and 
Sun Solar is  9  and 10 (32- and 64-bi t)  for  the x86 
p lat form 

Pre-Installed 
Virtual Machines 

None  
VMware’s v ir tua l  appl iances are not  conf igurable and they 
cost .  

250 VMware v i r tua l  appl iances—which prov ide robust  
so lut ions for  secur i ty,  network appl icat ions,  databases,  
communicat ions and bus iness appl icat ions.  

Hardware/Devices
          

USB 1.1, web camera, Windows Mobi le  5,  CD/DVD (read data 
d isc & insta l lat ions),  Sound support & Wif i  support .                
Support  wi l l  be added for  3D Accelerator,  CD/DVD Opt ica l  
Media (music  CD’s & DVD v ideos),  USB 2.0, & mult ip le NIC’s   

USB 1.1, web camera, CD/DVD support .  V ir tua l  
network ing opt ions with NAT devices,  DHCP server,  and 
mult ip le network switches,  let  you connect  v i r tua l  
machines to each other, the host  machine,  and publ ic  
networks & Wif i  Support .   

*EWeek.com ran the  BAPCO In te rne t  Content  Creat ion  tes t  ( f rom BAPCO's  Sysmark  2004 benchmark  tes t  su i te )  on  Para l l e l s  Works ta t i on  w i th  and  w i thout  VT  and 
not i ced  a  4  to  5  % inc rease  o f  per fo rmance  when Para l l e l s  used  In te l  VT-X.    


